Major Essay Expectations and Evaluation

Readability: This involves the use of proper grammar and a clear and organized composition.  I will only “mark down” for grammar if it is so bad that it gets in the way of the readability of your paper.  Therefore, a few mistakes here and there are acceptable, but if it gets out of hand, then it negatively affects the reading of your paper.  And again, this also involves a clear and organized representation of your ideas.  Conceivably, the readability could negatively affect the final grade of your paper by a whole letter grade.

Format/Follows Directions: Be sure that you follow the directions listed on the Major Essay handouts that I give to you in class.  This involves an adherence to the main aspects and principles specific to each Major Essay assignment—such as the consistent use of direct quotations to support the claims that you make in your paper, when appropriate for the assignment—and it also involves formatting issues, such as a sufficient number of pages according to the assignment, proper MLA format, proper font and margins, numbered pages, etc.  Depending on the discrepancy between the directions and format expectations, this aspect of your paper could negatively affect your final paper grade by percentage points, or perhaps even by 2 full letter grades.

Intangibles: This aspect of your writing probably has the most to do with your audience.  Each member of your audience has an individual opinion and personality, so there is no clear-cut way to solidly evaluate some aspects of writing.  A paper can be technically sound, but still not be a successful piece of writing due to intangible aspects of its presentation.  Now, of course, it would be unfair to consider this as being a major aspect of the evaluation of your paper, but it is indeed a factor, regardless.  Basically, know your audience and try to gauge what sort of issues such as tone, presentation, and argumentative execution will be most effective in terms of your audience’s evaluation of your writing.  To be fair, it is only conceivable that this aspect of your paper might negatively impact the final grade by as much as one half letter grade.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Argument/Rhetoric/Substance: This aspect of your writing is, in a sense, related to the idea of intangibles, but it is more specific to your execution of your central argument/thesis and how effectively it is presented.  This is perhaps the most important aspect of your writing, as you need to present a solid argument and a solid discussion of your ideas in order to be successful as a writer in this class, and in general.  This class is not specifically an argument class, but you must be familiar with and utilize effective rhetorical techniques whenever you are expressing your ideas, and when appropriate, your arguments need to be backed up by effective quotations.  Also, it is important that you not only answer the essay questions for each Major Essay assignment, but that you do so in a way that focuses on a more specific and well-developed central argument/ thesis within the essay questions.  This evaluation category is also related to the use of effective and consistent direct quotations used to support the claims that you make in your paper.  This aspect of your paper could negatively affect your final grade by up to 2 full letter grades.
